L&L Aims
· use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis and social interaction
· develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a variety of contexts
· develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analyzing literary and non-literary texts
· explore language through a variety of media and modes
· apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts.

Key Concept: 

Related Concept:

Statement of Inquiry:

Global Context:

Questions:
	Factual:

	Conceptual:

	Debatable:

ATL’s:
Communication
Communication Skills
· Use appropriate forms of writing for different purposes and audiences (Blogging)
· Share ideas with multiple audiences using a variety of digital environments and media 
Self-management
Organization skills 
· Set goals which are challenging and realistic 
Research
Media Literacy skills
· Compare, contrast, and draw connections among multimedia resources 
· Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats 
Thinking
Transfer Skills
· Transfer current knowledge to learning of new technologies

ATL’s Goal:



Explore the Key and Related Concepts:

	

	Think
What do I think I know about this?
	Puzzle
What am I unsure of about this? (Ask 2 questions)
	Explore
What do I need to find out about this? (Find 2 answers)

	




Communities



	













	
	

	




Themes



	













	
	



Reflection:










Task:  Blogging Exploration

Instructions:  By reading several quality blogs online, answer the question:

What makes a good blog?

Create a list of 10 attributes that make an interesting, creative, and thought provoking blog post:

1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   
10.   

Reflection:





Task: Outlines

Instructions:  
Outlines can help organize and clarify the direction of a piece of writing.  Disorganized blogs do not get many readers, at least not readers who finish a post.  

Create a Roman outline for your last blog post following the rules discussed in class.  Submit your outline BEFORE writing and posting your writing to your blog.  You will receive a grade for your outline, which can be reworked for an improved score.

Criterion B: Organizing
i. employ organizational structures that serve the context and intention

	Achievement
Level
	Level Descriptor
	Specific Requirements

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	

	1-2
	i. makes minimal use of organizational structures, though these may not always serve the context and intention
	

	3-4
	i. makes adequate use of organizational structures that serve the context and intention
	

	5-6
	i. makes competent use of organizational structures that serve the context and intention
	

	7-8
	i. makes sophisticated use of organizational structures that serve the context and intention effectively
	


Self-Assessment:	
Reason for Self-Assessment:





Teacher Feedback:


Task: Compare and contrast the teleplay with the filmed episode

Instructions:  

1. Create a Venn diagram or T-chart of the similarities as you watch the television episode as it aired.
2. Check to make sure your ideas develop a pattern of difference and similarities between what you read and what you are watching.
3. Check to make sure that you have gone beyond surface level ideas and have kept in mind the key concept of communities and the related concept of theme.
4. From your charted notes, write a reflection that identifies and explains (gives reasons and causes) the creator’s choices and at least one pattern of similarities and difference.  You need to not only write about the patterns you see but also detail what the patterns mean.

Criterion A: Analyzing
ii. identify and explain the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience
iv. interpret similarities and differences in features within and between genres and texts.

	Achievement
Level
	Level Descriptor
	Specific Requirements

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	

	1-2
	ii. provides minimal identification and explanation of the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience
iv. interprets few similarities and differences in features within and between genres and texts.
	

	3-4
	ii. provides adequate identification and explanation of the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience
iv. interprets some similarities and differences in features within and between genres and texts.
	

	5-6
	ii. provides substantial identification and explanation of the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience
iv. competently interprets similarities and differences in features within and between genres and texts.
	

	7-8
	ii. provides perceptive identification and explanation of the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience
iv. perceptively compares and contrasts features within and between genres and texts.
	


Self-Assessment:	
Reason for Self-Assessment:



Teacher Feedback:


Summative Assessment
Key Concept:  Communities
Statement of Inquiry:  Authors develop themes through community.

Goal: Students will use the texts they read to better understand the nature of community and participate in an online blogging community to share their ideas 

Role: A blogger who is part of a writing community

Audience:  Other members of the community (classmates/school community) and invited family members and teachers

Situation:   The blogs should seek to convince the reader about the nature of communities and themes developed from the interaction of community members by identifying aspects from what they are reading and from their own experiences

Product:  
Write at least three short blog posts in for blogging community on the following topics or similar approaches:
1. Define what a community means to you, both positive and negative aspects
2. Share your understanding of community and themes from a novel that you have read for this unit
3. Choose a theme from the teleplay and explain how it changed the community or how the author created that theme using the community

Students will need to convince the community that your position is correct in each of your posts, so use good evidence, strong writing techniques used by bloggers, and persuasive techniques in each post.

Students may create more posts throughout the unit if you want to.  They need to comment on the blogs of others in the grade as well as respond to the comments you receive from the community.  

Blog Post #1:  What is a community?  What community has influenced your understanding of communities?

Blog Post #2:  How have you seen communities at work in a book you have read recently?  How has the author created themes through community?

Blog Post #3:  Using the example of The Monsters are Due on Maple Street from the television series The Twilight Zone, describe a theme that the author has developed through community, giving examples from the text as evidence for your ideas.  Persuade your blogging community of your ideas through your writing.



Blog Post #1:  What is a community?  What community has influenced your understanding of communities?

Criterion C: Producing text
i. produce texts that demonstrate thought and imagination while exploring new perspectives and ideas arising from personal engagement with the creative process

	Achievement
Level
	Level Descriptor
	Specific Requirements

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	

	1-2
	i. produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of thought or imagination and minimal exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	

	3-4
	i. produces texts that demonstrate adequate personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates some thought or imagination and some exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	

	5-6
	i. produces texts that demonstrate considerable personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable thought or imagination and substantial exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	

	7-8
	i. produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of thought or imagination and perceptive exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	


Self-Assessment:	
Reason for Self-Assessment:






Blog Post #2:  How have you seen communities at work in a book you have read recently?  How has the author created themes through community?

Criterion C: Producing text
i. produce texts that demonstrate thought and imagination while exploring new perspectives and ideas arising from personal engagement with the creative process

	Achievement
Level
	Level Descriptor
	Specific Requirements

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	

	1-2
	i. produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of thought or imagination and minimal exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	

	3-4
	i. produces texts that demonstrate adequate personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates some thought or imagination and some exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	

	5-6
	i. produces texts that demonstrate considerable personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable thought or imagination and substantial exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	

	7-8
	i. produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of thought or imagination and perceptive exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	


Self-Assessment:	
Reason for Self-Assessment:



Blog Post #3:  Using the example of The Monsters are Due on Maple Street from the television series The Twilight Zone, describe a theme that the author has developed through community, giving examples from the text as evidence for your ideas.  Persuade your blogging community of your ideas through your writing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Brainstorming: 
	Community Trait
	Theme 
(What is the author trying to say?)
	
Quote
	
Explanation

	








	
	
	

	








	
	
	

	








	
	
	


Choose one of your best ideas and organize this into an outline.



Organization:
Choose an organizational pattern and create your own outline for your essay.  Some options are listed below as examples of how you could organize your essay:

Name _______________________

Communities
Communities

Option 1
I. Introduction
A. Thesis
B. Introduce text
II. Theme
A. Topic sentence
B. Describe Monsters community
C. Describe Monsters theme
III. Quotation
A. Set up
B. Give
C. Explain
IV. Conclusion

Option 2
I. Introduction
A. Thesis
B. Introduce text
II. Community
A. Topic Sentence
B. Define community
C. Describe Monsters community
III. Theme
A. Topic sentence
B. Define theme
C. Describe Monsters theme
IV. Quotation
A. Set up
B. Give
C. Explain
V. Conclusion


Word Choice
Banned Words					Terminology











Voice/Audience
Your audience consists of adults who have read the teleplay or watched the episode.  You need to sound intelligent and thoughtful so that the reader will consider your argument as valid.  Use persuasive techniques in this voice to create a strong argument.
· 3rd person only (no I, me, we, us, our, etc.)
· Adult vocabulary only
· Proper literary terminology
· Explain and directly link all evidence to your ideas


Sentence Fluency
Strong paragraph construction helps your essay sound intelligent and thoughtful.  This means that you will need to have the following:
· Strong topic sentences (active, adult verbs and structurally complete)
· Sentence variety (not too many long or short sentences)
· Sentence complexity (use the compound sentences we have already studied.)
· A transition sentence or phrases begins each paragraph

Conventions
Your reader will not take you seriously if you have grammatical errors in your paper or spelling errors.  Use the tools you know (and some new ones) to make your paper free of as many mistakes as possible.  We will also be applying a new grammatical concept from your writing journal, so the essays will sound as adult as possible.

Notes:



Criterion A: Analyzing
i. identify and explain the content, context, language, structure, technique and style of text(s) and the relationship among texts
iii. justify opinions and ideas, using examples, explanations and terminology

	Achievement
Level
	Level Descriptor
	Specific Requirements

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	

	1-2
	i. provides minimal identification or explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and does not explain the relationship among texts
iii. rarely justifies opinions and ideas with examples or explanations; uses little or no terminology
	

	3-4
	i. provides adequate identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and some explanation of the relationship among texts
iii. justifies opinions and ideas with some examples and explanations, though this may not be consistent; uses some terminology
	

	5-6
	i. provides substantial identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationship among texts
iii. sufficiently justifies opinions and ideas with examples and explanations; uses accurate terminology
	

	7-8
	i. provides perceptive identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationship among texts thoroughly
iii. gives detailed justification of opinions and ideas with a range of examples, and thorough explanations; uses accurate terminology
	


Self-Assessment:	
Reason for Self-Assessment:



Teacher Feedback:






Criterion B: Organizing
ii. organize opinions and ideas in a logical manner
iii. use referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context and
intention.

	Achievement
Level
	Level Descriptor
	Specific Requirements

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	

	1-2
	ii. organizes opinions and ideas with a minimal degree of logic
iii. makes minimal use of referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style that may not always be suitable to the context and intention.
	

	3-4
	ii. organizes opinions and ideas with some degree of logic
iii. makes adequate use of referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context and intention.
	

	5-6
	ii. organizes opinions and ideas in a logical manner, with ideas building on each other
iii. makes competent use of referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context and intention.
	

	7-8
	ii. effectively organizes opinions and ideas in a logical manner with ideas building on each other in a sophisticated way
iii. makes excellent use of referencing and formatting tools to create an effective presentation style.
	


Self-Assessment:	
Reason for Self-Assessment:



Teacher Feedback:


Criterion C: Producing text
i. produce texts that demonstrate thought and imagination while exploring new perspectives and ideas arising from personal engagement with the creative process

	Achievement
Level
	Level Descriptor
	Specific Requirements

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	

	1-2
	i. produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of thought or imagination and minimal exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	

	3-4
	i. produces texts that demonstrate adequate personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates some thought or imagination and some exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	

	5-6
	i. produces texts that demonstrate considerable personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable thought or imagination and substantial exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	

	7-8
	i. produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of thought or imagination and perceptive exploration of new perspectives and ideas
	


Self-Assessment:	
Reason for Self-Assessment:



Teacher Feedback:




Criterion D: Using language
ii. write and speak in an appropriate register and style
iii. use correct grammar, syntax and punctuation

	Achievement
Level
	Level Descriptor
	Specific Requirements

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	

	1-2
	ii. writes and speaks in an inappropriate register and style that do not serve the context and intention
iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with limited accuracy; errors often hinder communication
	

	3-4
	ii. sometimes writes and speaks in a register and style that serve the context and intention
iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with some degree of accuracy; errors sometimes hinder communication
	

	5-6
	ii. writes and speaks competently in a register and style that serve the context and intention
iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with a considerable degree of accuracy; errors do not hinder effective communication
	

	7-8
	ii. writes and speaks in a consistently appropriate register and style that serve the context and intention
iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy; errors are minor and communication is effective
	


Self-Assessment:	
Reason for Self-Assessment:



Teacher Feedback:
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