Key Concept: Communication

Related Concept: Audience imperatives (bias)

Global Context: Personal and Cultural Expression---Critical literacy; analysis and argument

Statement of Inquiry: In an increasingly global society, clear communication of ideas is essential, including an understanding of bias.

Research Paper: A long, formal composition on a serious subject with facts gathered from a variety of sources.

Topics:  Choose a controversial topic to research and on which to write a pro/con paper.  Any topic that can be discussed scientifically or specifically, having two or more points of view associated with it, can become a topic.  You will narrow your topic to four specific areas to explore.  Each area will also need at least two subtopics.  Your topic must be approved in a conference before beginning research.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Length:  Set a goal for the length of your paper that exceeds your previous written work.  We will discuss your goal at the topic conference.  The average is 5-10 pages for 8th grade.

Formal Tone:  Only extremely formal, standard English excluding passive voice, slang, clichés, and idioms.  Sound like an educated adult or a professor.  Use the third person (no “I”) and do not address, teach, or try to persuade your reader to do something or believe you (no “you”).

Facts:  Do not give your opinions and leave bias out of the paper.  Give the opinions of the experts on your topic.  You should simply and clearly tell what you researched about the positions held by each side of your topic.  You must include 2 quotations from reliable sources.

Source Variety:  You should use 2 websites, one for each side of the issue from only reliable experts.  Also, you MUST use at least one piece of appropriate print material to clearly explain the positions held by each side of your topic.  This means searching the public library’s resources.  Use as many of the source types below as you can find for your topic.  You must use at least three different types of sources, relying primarily on primary source material.  At least 2 primary sources are required.  Remember the most recent information is in periodicals.
Communication: Research Paper Guidelines		Final Due Date:______________

· 
· Books
· Reference material (Encyclopedia, Atlas, etc.)
· Articles-print & digital
· Professional Journals
· Court documents
· Documentaries
· Organization Websites
· Interviews with Experts
Absolutely no blogs, wikis, Facebook, Tweets, forums, personal or self-published websites, editorials, company websites (except with permission), and overly biased sources.

System for Notes and Sources:  Collect appropriate MLA information on your sources, using 3x5 cards to record bibliography information for each source.  Each source should get its own number.  If you use an online citation creation site, copy the citation onto a 3x5 card.  These cards will become a bibliography/Works Cited page at the end of the report.  Use 4x6 cards to take notes from the sources you find.  Include facts, statistics, and quotations.  Label each card with the topic and possible subtopics in the upper left hand corner.  Label each source number where the information was found and the page numbers in the upper right hand corner.  

Outline:  You will create an outline to organize your information and write your paragraphs from that outline.  It must be in formal outline format.  You will conference with Ms. Fargo on your final outline before starting your rough draft.
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