
January 8, 2020

Systems & 
Structure: Latin
Statement of Inquiry:

The English language contains a system 
for the structure of words.

Some content adapted from aspects of the Wired for Reading Advanced Course by 
Laura Rogan and Wired For Reading, LLC.  Used with permission for classroom use only.

What is a system?

Describe three Systems you know already:

How is the English language a system?

Computer system

Process w/ parts
break down (exceptions)

solar system sports games
(BCS)

rules + exceptions

need shared meaning -origins

https://www.google.com/search?q=system&oq=system&aqs=chrome..69i57j69i61l2j0l3.4344j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on


January 8, 2020

What does the word Structure mean?  

Which definition best fits learning new words? 

Create your own.

foundation build

rules

bricks = roots, prefixes & 
Suffixes

Word Crimes

This Crazy Language 
Called English

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/structure?s=t
https://youtu.be/8Gv0H-vPoDc
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THE HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Part 1: Anglo Saxon (25% of modern words)

• Common household tasks and items
• KEEWOO
• Beowulf

Part 2: Latin (65% of modern words)
• French invasion
• Official language, wealth and power
• Prefixes, Roots, Suffixes
• Canterbury Tales

Part 3: Greek
• Influenced Latin
• Scientific, Scholarly, Medical
• Illiad and Odyssey

https://www.etymologynerd.com/uploads/1/5/8/8/15888322/making_english.png
https://youtu.be/_K13GJkGvDw
https://youtu.be/3lGJntNFFqo
https://youtu.be/_F7ZBqptugI
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Structure 1: Prefixes (Team Player)

24 prefixes = 97% of words
Part One Part Two Part Three

dis-

de-

con-

ex-

in-

re-

post-

pre-

inter-

trans-

pro-

contra-

semi-

over-

non-

mis-

per-, pur-

bi-

uni-

ob-

en-, em-

super-

sub-

Chameleon Prefixes

• Change to match the root
• Trick to remember the forms
• Examples
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Structure 2: Roots (Boss)
Part One Part Two Part Three Part Four

duct/duce

mit/mis(s)

scrib(e)/script

spect/spic

tend/tent/tens(e)

tract

dict

form

rupt

ject

sect/seg

tain/ten/tin

sist/stat

pon(e)/pos(e)

press/print

fact/fect/fict

plic/plex/ply

ceit/ceiv(e)

cept/capt

fer

vert/vers(e)

grad/gress

pel/puls(e)

junct/joint

flex/flect

luc(e)/lus/lum

struct

pict

pend/pens

test

cred

spir(e)

gest

erra

cord

mort

viv/vit/vita

rect/reg

vent/vene

simil/simul

plore

Structure 3: Suffixes (The Follower)

Part One Part Two Part Three Part Four
-er/-or

-al 

-ion

-ture

-ment

-ify

-ic

-ous

-le

-able/-ible

-an/-ian

-ize

-ence/-ience/-tience

-ent/-ient

-ate

-ive

-ity
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Pleaser Suffixes

• Go at the end of a word
• Overlap with the last letter of the root

I make the 
root happy!

Act It Out:  How do the word parts behave?

Parts: "The Boss"

"The Team Player"

"The Follower"
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Strip the Fix
1. Partner up
2. One reads & the other highlights or 

draws a box
3. Both take the word apart

uninformedreread inducement

duct/duce

mit/mis(s)

scrib(e)/script

(lead)

(send)

(write)

Set One Roots
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spect/spic

tend/tent/tens(e)

tract

port

(see)

(stretch)

(pull)

(carry, gateway)

Set One Roots

dict

form

rupt

ject

(say)

(shape)

(break, burst

(throw)

Set One Roots
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Set One Prefixes

de- (down, opposite, away)re- (again, back)

pre- (before) post- (after)

prescription

before
write

result of

Set One Chameleon Prefixes

dis-,
di-, 
dif-

(not, opposite, away) *

ex-, 
es-, 
ef-, 
e-,

(out) *

SHORTCUT: S A F E
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Act It Out: ESCAPE

Parts: Rich Opera Lover

Thief

con-,
co-, 
col-, 
com-,  
cor- 

(with, together) *
in-, 
ir-, 
il-, 
im-

(in, not) *

Set One Chameleon Prefixes

SHORTCUT: Oh run like mad! SHORTCUT: Run like mad!

straight/rule

together
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-er/-or (person who)

SuffixesSet One

-al,  
-ial, 
-tial, 
-cial

(related to) *

SuffixesSet One

-ment (result of)

-ion, 
-tion, 
-sion, 
-gion

(result of) *

-ture (result of)

`

writing

result of
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1. deformed

2. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

3. mission

4. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

5. eject

6. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

7. extend

8. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

9. extract

10. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

11. spectator

12. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

13. import

14. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

15. diction

16. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

17. conduct

18. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

19.  scripture

20. Meaning of the word from its parts ____________________________________________

Set Two Roots

vert/vers(e) (turn)

capt cept ceit ceive (take)

universe

https://youtu.be/fHvf20Y6eoM
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Set Two Roots

fer (bring)

plic plex ply (fold)

Set Two Roots

tain tin ten (hold)

pone pose (set)

https://youtu.be/cSPCfPBhMAo
https://youtu.be/uIbXvaE39wM
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Set Two Roots

sist stat (stand)

sect seg (cut)

Set Two Roots
print press (squeeze)

fact fect fict (make or do)

https://youtu.be/AKKqLl_ZEEY
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Latin 2: Song

Create a song to learn the roots:
1. Use all the roots (Di)
2. Use a tune you already know
3. Add hand motions/non-verbal cues (Dv)
4. Everyone helps to make the song
5. Practice it every day

Set Two Prefixes

mis- (wrong) non- (not)

over- (over) pro- (in favor of; 
forward)
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Set Two Prefixes

contra- (against) semi- (half)

trans- (through; 
across; beyond)

inter- (between)

Game:  Pro, Contra, Semi

I will say a word.  (Like broccoli)

You tell me if you are pro, contra, or semi 
and make the sign that goes with it.
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Set Two Suffixes

-an -ian -tian -cian -sian (belonging to)

-ous -ious -tious -cious -gious (full of)

Set Two Suffixes
-ify (make)

-ible -able (able or tending towards)

make
clear
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-ic (like)

-ic + -al

-ic + -al + -ly

Set Three Prefixes

uni-  (one)

bi-  (two)

super-  (above)
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Set Three Prefixes

sub-  (under, near to)
sug-     suc- suf- sum- sup- sus-

ab-  (away) away
normal

Set Three Prefixes
ad- (towards)

ac- af- ag- al- an-

ap-      ar- as- at-

admire.

assist attend

aggressive

arrest

annoy

attendance

alliance
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Set Three Prefixes

en-  (in, surround) em-

per- (through, completely) pur-

enrage embrace

encounter embarrass

pursue

purchase

Set Three Prefixes
ob-  (towards, over, away, against)

oc- of- op-
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Set Three Roots

cred (believe)

test (pledge)

Set Three Roots

pict (paint)

struct (build)

pictogram

pictorial



January 8, 2020

Set Three Roots

pend (hang) pens(e)

luc (light) lus lum

illuminatelusterlucent
lucid

Set Three Roots

flex (bend) flec(t)

junct (join) join

flexible deflect
reflect

junction

juncture

disjointed
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Set Three Roots

pel (urge) puls(e)

grad (step) gress

Set Three Suffixes

-ence (quality of, being)

-ience -tience
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Set Three Suffixes

-ize (make)

-ent (person who, quality of, being)

-ient -tient -cient

Suffix Practice

-ent -ient -tient -cient

1. differ → different (-ent) ^

j

2. effici → efficient (-cient)

3. absorb → absorbent (-ent)

-

-

-

4. ambi →
*

ambient (-ient)

5. quote → quotient
-

-

(-tient)

6. difici
1

.
-

.

→ dificient (-cient_
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Suffix Practice

-ence  -ience  -tience

1. Confer → conference (-ence)

2. ambi →
-

3. excell → excellence   (-ence)

4. transi

5. pati → patience (-tiene)

→ transience   (-ience)

ambience   (-ence)

Latin 4 Roots

Plor (cry out) 

simil simul sem (same)
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vent ven(e) veni (come)

rect reg rig (straight/rule)

viv(e) vit(a) (life)

mort (death)
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cord (agree)

erra (wander)

gest (carry)

spir(e) (breath)
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Latin 4 Suffixes

-ate (related to, form of, become, person who)

-ive (related to, tending to)

-ity (quality of)
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Latin Four Practice

1. discord meaning _________________________________________

2. mortal meaning _________________________________________

3. deplorable meaning _________________________________________

4. similarity meaning _________________________________________

5. simulate meaning _________________________________________

6. assemble meaning _________________________________________

7. inspire meaning _________________________________________

8. error meaning _________________________________________

9. gesture meaning _________________________________________

10. revive meaning _________________________________________

11. vital meaning _________________________________________

12. venture meaning _________________________________________

13. convene meaning _________________________________________

14. inconvenient meaning _________________________________________

15. correct meaning _________________________________________

16. regulate meaning _________________________________________

17. incorrigible meaning _________________________________________

18. graduate meaning _________________________________________

19. creative meaning _________________________________________

20. deceptive meaning _________________________________________

21. complexity meaning _________________________________________

22. unity meaning _________________________________________


